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defeated,  and the  Red  Letter was accepted as a decent and
effective weapon.
In October 1926 I was invited by Mr* Amery, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, to serve as one of a commission of two
members of Parliament, to visit British Guiana 'to consider and
report on the economic condition of the colony, the causes which
have hitherto been retarded, and the measures which could be taken-
to promote development, and any facts which they may consider
to have a bearing on the above matters.'
The other member of the commission was Mr. R. Roy Wilson
(now Sir Roy Wilson), the Conservative member for Lichfield,
and with Mr. R. R. Sedgwick of the Colonial Office as our secretary,
we arrived at Georgetown on the 16th November. We were also
accompanied by Mrs. Wilson, and on our outward journey we
made a careful inspection of the Imperial College of Tropical
Agriculture, in the island of Trinidad, where we were most
generously entertained at Government House by the Governor of
the colony, the late Sir Horace Byatt, and Lady Byatt.
The problems that confronted us upon our arrival in British
Guiana were both urgent and confusing. The colony is the only
British possession on the mainland of South America; it has an
area slightly larger than that of Great Britain, but with a population
of only 300,000, mostly confined to the coastal area. Much of
the interior is covered by dense forests, and is for the most part
unexplored. Except in the coastal sugar-growing area it possesses
few roads, and the Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo rivers are
not navigable except for small boats, which have to be carried over
several cataract barriers. The occupied coastal lands are actually
below sea-level, and *on this alluvial belt, below sea-level, or within
tidal influence/ the capital of the colony, 'its staple industry, and
the bulk of its population have been situated since the days when it
belonged to the Dutch,' We quickly arrived at the conclusion
that one of the chief causes of the economic backwardness of the
colony was 'the sheer physical difficulties which have hitherto
retarded the development, not only of British Guiana, but of the
whole continent to which it belongs/ * and we were now convinced
that 'the financial position* of the colony was 'unsound and the
outlook serious/
Because of the character of its constitution which had survived
without substantial structural alteration from the days of the
1 Report of the British Guiana Commission, Cmd. 2841, 1927.